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MEMBERSHIP DRESS
GENERAL
1. It may be appropriate, on certain occasions, for CMPA Members to wear a distinctive dress

for reasons of esprit de corps, recognition, identity, and pride. The purpose of this guide is to
describe when the CMPA Dress may be worn and its composition. The wearing of CMPA Dress
is always optional but, when worn, it should conform to the standards set out in this document.
This will help ensure cohesiveness, association, and a sense of belonging to the MP Branch family.

OCCASIONS FOR WEARING
2. CMPA Dress may be worn while attending any organised function including but not
limited to:
o Events where serving, military members are required to wear ceremonial or full-
dress uniform orders with medals (i.e. No. 1, 1A, 1B, or 1C).
o Commemorative ceremonies such as Remembrance Day parades, all ceremonies
held at Cenotaphs, Memorial Days, and Church Parades.
o Tributes and/or funerals of military members or veterans.
o Banquets, other than State Dinners, Diplomatic Receptions and Regimental
Dinners.

. Branch events, such as CFMPA parades and graduations, Change of Command /
Appointment Ceremonies, and Branch Birthday celebrations.

Veteran-related or other significant events where there is a strong MP Branch nexus.
Other military parades, including Cadets Corps.

Representing CMPA in an official capacity.

Other occasions where the organisation issuing the invitation or instruction provides
it as an option.

MESS DINNERS

3. In some instances, it may be appropriate to wear CMPA Dress at State Dinners, Diplomatic
Receptions and Regimental (Mess) Dinners if the member does not have Mess Dress or civilian
Evening Dress.

Note: Decorations and Medals are worn at all official occasions where it is appropriate. This is
generally indicated on the invitation; when in doubt, members should contact the event
organiser(s). The wording of the invitation regarding dress may vary slightly; here are some
examples:

. Black Tie — Equivalent to Mess Dress or Evening Dress (i.e. tuxedo)
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o Evening Dress (with Decorations) (unless otherwise specified, miniatures will be
worn with evening dress)

. Business Attire (Daytime) — Full-sized Decorations

. Business Attire (Evening) — Miniature Decorations!

4. CMPA Dress is considered business attire and roughly equivalent to the CAF No. 2 Order
of Dress (the exception being not wearing medals and nametags and the wearing of a bowtie in
the No.2 Order of Dress). It should only be worn when the invitation specifies business attire
may be worn. If the dress designates business attire with miniature decorations (evening), the
miniatures are worn on the left lapel. Full sized medals are worn above the left breast pocket
per normal when they are specified. A standard MP Branch necktie shall be worn with CMPA
Dress for all formal evening events; name tags, lapel pins, or bow ties shall not be worn with
miniatures for formal evening events. Attendees should seek guidance from the event
coordinators, when in doubt as to the appropriate dress. Refer to the Guide for Wearing of
Orders, Decorations and Medals issued by the Governor General’s Office for more guidance and
the proper wearing of Orders, Decorations, and Medals.

CMPA DRESS INSTRUCTIONS

5. CMPA Dress consists of:

o Headdress. Military style headdress (headdress approved for wear with Canadian
Military Uniform) shall only be worn by CMPA members who were entitled to wear
military uniform during their service. CMPA Members who were not entitled to
wear military uniform during their career may wear an appropriate hat. Ball caps
are not appropriate for wear with CMPA Dress. For those entitled to wear military
headdress, the MP Scarlet Beret may be worn in accordance with military standards
with an MP Cap Badge, the style of which should be the same as worn at time of
the member’s release. Members may also wear the service dress headdress and cap
badge worn at time of their release. Religious headwear may be worn by adherents
of the Sikh and Muslim faiths in a manner consistent with the current CAF dress
instructions for spiritual accommodation; this includes the turban and hijab.

. Blazer. A two-button or double-breasted, navy-blue or black blazer should be worn
with either the MP Branch Badge (Thunderbird) or CMPA blazer crest centered on
the left-hand breast pocket.

o Associate members may wear an “Associate” scroll centered under the crest.

o The CAF service, MP Branch, or CMPA lapel pin may be worn on the left
lapel.

! Guide for Wearing of Orders, Decorations and Medals
2 Associate scrolls may be sourced from the Royal Canadian Legion Store
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o Canadian honours and service medals awarded to the wearer may be worn as
normal; however, undress ribbons are not approved for wear. No other medals
or insignia, such as Legion Awards, are to be worn.

o CF Commendation Insignia may be worn. The wearing of one embroidered
or metal Canadian Specialist Skill Badge of choice that has been earned by the
member while serving in the CAF, RCMP, or as a First Responder, or who has
honourably served in the Commonwealth or Allied Forces, is authorized for
wear on the left side of CMPA Dress immediately above the service medals.

o The buttons originally on the blazer may be replaced with MP Branch buttons.

o From time to time, commemorative or celebratory pins may be authorised for
wear; this is normally only for a specified time. These items shall be the only
pins worn on the right lapel of the blazer and shall be parallel to any pin(s)
worn on the left lapel.

o Inkeeping with official protocol, a poppy with black center only* may be worn
on the left lapel above any lapel pins from the last Friday in October until
Remembrance Day annually or during funerals of veterans and special
memorial services.

Shirt and Tie. A plain white, long sleeve shirt with no ribbons or other
accouterments shall be worn with an MP Branch tie; cufflinks (preferably Branch
insignia) and a Branch tie clip and may be worn.

Trousers/Skirts. Plain grey trousers/knee length skirt, black belt, black socks/grey
hose and black footwear shall be worn. An ankle length grey skirt may be worn by
women of the Muslim faith.

White Gloves. Normally only worn when participating in Flag Parties or as part of
a formed body where the dress instructions specify the wearing of white gloves.

Overcoats and Gloves. Plain-style blue or black overcoats/parkas and black gloves
may be worn during inclement weather, as appropriate. For outdoor functions such
as Remembrance Day ceremonies, inspections, or parades, only full-sized medals
mounted on a bar may worn on the left side of the overcoat. Other types of insignia,
such as neck decorations and breast stars, may be worn on clothing under the
overcoat. A poppy should be worn when appropriate.

INFORMAL OR SUMMER DRESS

6. There is no designated CMPA Informal or Summer Dress.

3 As an example, it is contrary to protocol to replace the black poppy center with Canadian Flag pins. Most Legions
have black poppy center pins intended to help keep poppies on garments.
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